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SEASON OPENINGS: George Washington’s boyhood home at Ferry Farm (268 Kings
Highway, Stafford) and Historic Kenmore (1201 Washington Ave., Fredericksburg) will
reopen for the season tomorrow. The hours at both sites are 10 a.m.–5 p.m. daily. 540/370-
0732, ferryfarm.org; 540/373-3381; kenmore.org.
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THE WORLD OF MARY BALL: CHAPTER TWO

MORATTICO
OAKLEY

EPPING
FOREST

In 1704, Joseph Ball deeded
190 acres next to his own
estate to Rawleigh Chinn.
Mrs. Mary Johnson wit-
nessed the deed.
Many years later, Esther and
Rawleigh’s daughter Ann
Chinn Shearman, in her old
age, would recall Mary Ball’s
mother, who lived in the
dower house next door, as
“an English woman.”

THE PARENTS OF MARY WASHINGTON
Part two of a seven-part

series that links the early years
of Mary Ball, the mother of
George Washington, to her
Northern Neck heritage and
her Washington connections.
BY PAULA S. FELDER
FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

JOSEPH BALL (1649–
1711) of Lancaster Coun-
ty was the younger of

the two sons of William
Ball, the original immigrant
from England.

Because the father’s estate
on the Corotoman River was
destined for the elder son
and namesake, Joseph ac-
quired his own land by 1677.
He had five daughters and a
son.

In Lancaster County,
Joseph became a leader in the
militia and a high-ranking
justice on the county court.
He was elected to the House
of Burgesses in 1695 and
served until 1702. In 1698, he
served with Robert Carter.

Early in the 18th century,
Ball, a widower, began mak-
ing provision for his chil-
dren. Perhaps having only
one son (and he being the
youngest child) was a major
concern, for Joseph Jr. would
not turn 21 until 1711.

Another concern might
have been for his young
daughter Esther (or Easter),
who married Rawleigh Chinn
at a very young age. They had
produced two or three chil-
dren by the time Joseph Ball
placed the young family next
to his estate in February
1704 .

One of the three witnesses
present at the signing of the
deed for the 190-acre tract
(known today as Oakley) was
a Mrs. Mary Johnson.

Although there is no proof, it
is generally agreed that the

ed a promissory deed of gift
to all of his children spelling
out their personal-property
inheritances, but reserving
his right to their use during
his life.

It would seem that his
immediate intent was to
marry, and he proceeded to
marry Mrs. Mary Johnson
shortly after that date.

Many years later, Esther
and Rawleigh’s daughter Ann
Chinn Shearman, in her old
age, would recall Mary Ball’s
mother, who lived in the
dower house next door, as
“an English woman.”

These were Joseph Ball’s properties in Lancaster County.

object of Joseph Ball’s affec-
tion, and quite probably his
subsequent actions, was the
young matron and widow who

had witnessed Ball’s deed of
gift to Rawleigh Chinn.

Some of the speculation
about “the Widow Johnson”
centers on her possible iden-
tity as a housekeeper for
Joseph Ball. Or perhaps she
was on hand in 1704 as a
witness because she was
caring for the young children
in his daughter Esther’s new
h o m e.

Whatever the occasion for
their meeting, Joseph Ball,
now in his middle 50s, was
clearly drawn to the attrac-
tive widow, and it soon
affected his estate plans.

By 1706, Joseph Ball had

begun building a house on
another tract of 450 acres at
the foot of Morattico road for
his son, Joseph Jr., who was
now 16.

Perhaps Joseph Ball Sr. was
already considering other
plans for his own plantation.

A MARRIAGE OCCURRED
In February 1708, Joseph

Ball deeded his own estate
(“except for the young or-
chard”) to Joseph Jr., reserv-
ing his right, however, to
assign dower (life estate)
rights for a wife, if he should
take one.

Four days later, he record- SEE MARY, PAGE 7


