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GENEALOGY WORKSHOP: “Are You Related to James Monroe?” Today, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.,
University of Mary Washington, Woodard Campus Center. Genealogist Debbie Sue DeHart of the Mine Run
chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution will talk about the lineage of Monroe and other famous
Fredericksburg-area families. She will show how to conduct genealogical research on your own. The workshop is
sponsored by the James Monroe Museum and the Mine Run DAR. 540/654-1043.
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MARY: Exiled English aristocrats settle in the Northern Neck
FROM PAGE 5 A history of the Northern Neck must almost

be learned one family at a time, generation
by generation, with land holdings and tangled
genealogies in an unfolding narrative.

ROBERT ‘KING’ CARTER
In 1702, the agent for the Propri-

etor, young Robert “King” Carter of
Lancaster County, was collecting
rents for the vast area—over three
decades, he acquired for himself and
his heirs more than 300,000 acres,
many of which became estates for the
descendants of the Tidewater gen-
t ry .

Robert Carter was one of the few
agents for the Proprietor to patent as
much land as he pleased. (Fielding
Lewis also would achieve inheri-
tances for three of his sons in
present-day Clarke County.) The
Washingtons and Mercers also bene-
fited by being intimate friends of
Robert Carter.

The Northern Neck retained its
unique character and indepen-
dence—a long, narrow peninsula
with hundreds of miles of shoreline, a
rural society with no towns, and large

River called Millenbeck.
The other son, Joseph, was active

in Lancaster County by 1677, when he
purchased a 720-acre tract lying
below today’s State Route 3 on
Morattico Road, which became his
home estate. (It has been known since
the 19th century as Epping Forest.)

THE WASHINGTON FAMILY
One of the first patents issued by

the agent for the Proprietor in 1674
was for 5,000 acres on Little Hunting
Creek, in today’s Fairfax County, half
of which was awarded to John
Washington (c. 1631–1677), the orig-

inal immigrant of that family in the
Northern Neck.

It descended in 1743 to John’s
great-grandson Lawrence, who
named it Mount Vernon and intro-
duced his young half brother George
to the world that would shape his
ambitions.

George Washington became the
owner of Mount Vernon in 1752.

A NEW WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY
Meantime, in the closing decades

of the 17th century, Virginia’s upper
rivers became a new destination for

The Whitehaven residence of the
prominent Gale family is depicted
about 1710. The Gales were
among the first merchant families
to come to Virginia.

SEE MARY, PAGE 7

tobacco growers trading indepen-
dently with England.

THE BALL FAMILY
William Ball, a merchant who

emigrated from England to Virginia in
the 1650s, had sons in Lancaster
County who became county leaders.
The elder, William, inherited his
father’s property on the Corotoman

ALICE HUNT BARTLETT/ “WASHINGTON PRE-EMINENT”

This is a survey made in 1741 of the land that was part of the
first Washington patent on Little Hunting Creek.

LITTLE HUNTING
CREEK, FAIRFAX
CO U N T Y

The final survey of the Northern Neck Proprietary was
published after 1746. The survey task forces assembled
near the new town of Fredericksburg.

From The Cartography of Northern
Virginia by Richard W. Stephenson.


